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Abstract: After the breaking the monopoly of the Communist Party’s a formation of two independent 











political systems of the new republics. The party systems constituted a consequential 







1. The tradition of political parties and the party system at the time 
of the disintegration of Czechoslovakia
The tradition of the existence of political parties on the territories presently belong-
ing  to  the Czech Republic  is  longer  than in case of  the Slovakian lands. The Czech 
parties were formed in the late 70s of the nineteenth century, whereas political forma-
tions seeking support among the Slovakian population could not function de facto 
until the inter-war period. At that time the most important role in the common state 
of  Czechoslovakia was  played  by Czechoslovak  Social  Democratic Workers  Party, 
1  The article describes the situation of 1 May 2017.
120 Krzysztof KOŹBIAŁ PP 4 ’17
Czechoslovak National Democracy Party and Republican Party of Farmers and Peas-
ants. In Slovakia, the strongest party was Slovak People’s Party (Hlinka’s Party). In 





During  the  communist  period,  in  Czechoslovakia  as  in  other  socialist  countries, 
a single-party system operated, even  though,  theoretically, apart  from the Communist 
Party  of Czechoslovakia  (Communist  Party)  there were  other  groups,  thus  legitimiz-
ing the so-called. people’s democracy. In the years 1945–1948 the Communist Party of 
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2. The party system of the Czech Republic
In  the  emerging Czech  party  system  the  process  of  reactivation  of  “the  historical 
parties” took place. An excellent example of this is the Czech Social Democratic Party 
(ČSSD – Česká strana sociálně demokratická) which continued the traditions reaching 
back to the nineteenth century. Also the Christian Democratic Czechoslovak People’s 
Party (ČSL – Československá strana  lidová) followed the old  traditions.  It eventually 





























by the Social Democratic Party was not so painful and the party participated in governing 
coalitions (also now, as the winner of the last elections). Both parties sought to reduce the 
importance of the smaller parties. In 1998 ODS and ČSSD signed a coalition agreement 
which enabled the Social Democrats to create a minority government. At the same time it 
was the beginning of the changes in the electoral law, aimed at establishing an easier route 




122 Krzysztof KOŹBIAŁ PP 4 ’17
Despite the high level of support, none of these parties could govern single-handedly 
(apart from the mentioned minority government). The Czech party system was also char-




was  revealed  in  the  elections of  the years  2010  and 2013. The Christian Democratic 








Democracy (Úsvit).5 ANO 2011 can be regarded as the party of social protest against the 
abuse of power, propagating in their electoral slogans, among other things, the need to 
combat corruption, and also as a group which gained significant support through catchy 





The results of the elections to the Czech Chamber of Deputies after 1993 (Support in %)7
Party 1996 1998 2002 2006 2010 2013
ODS 29.62 27.74 24.47 35.38 20.22  7.72
ČSSD 26.44 32.31 30.20 32.32 22.08 20.45
KDU-ČSL   8.08   9.00 14.27  7.22 –   6.78
KSČM 10.33 11.03 18.51 12.81 11.27 14.91
SPR-RSČ   8.01 – – – – –
ODA   6.36 – – – – –
US –   8.60 – – – –
SZ – – –   6.29 – –
VV – – – – 10.88 –
TOP 09 – – – – 16.70 11.99
ANO 2011 – – – – – 18.65




origin with the Czech citizenship who controlled the Agrofert a.s. holding.




45% as bad, 28% as neither good nor bad and only 8% as good. See: Občané o hospodářské situaci ČR 
a o zivotní úrovni svých domácností – listopad 2013, http://cvvm.soc.cas.cz/media/com_form2content/
documents/c1/a7139/f3/ev131202.pdf, 12.11.2016.
7  Only the groups that were represented in parliament in 1993 were taken into account.
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3. The party system of the Republic of Slovakia
The framework of the emerging party system can be tracked down to the spring of 
1991 when a group of supporters of former prime minister Vladimir Mečiar founded the 
People’s Party – Movement for a Democratic Slovakia (HZDS – Hnutie za demokratické 
















managed  to  be  reborn  as Communist  Party  of Slovakia  (KSS – Komunistická  strana 
Slovenska). The formation was isolated by other parties (Kopeček, 2003, p. 190).
Since 1994  two antagonist camps were formed in  the Slovakian party system, de-






cal scene of this period took the form violating the constitution of the young republic. 
8  It is worth adding that in the 80. of the 20th century the pilgrimages to the main sanctuary of the 
Slovakian land, Levoča, gathered even up to 150 thousand people.
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Secret services were employed to attack persons inconvenient for the government (the 
kidnapping of the president’s son Michal Kováč). That is why the then state system was 
described as the hybrid regime which situated itself on a thin line between democracy 
and authoritarian rule (Kopeček, Spáč, 2010, pp. 116–117).9
Before the elections in 1998 the reluctance towards HZDS triggered the formation of 




electoral victory of HZDS he failed to form a government and gave up the power.




after elections in 2016. This leads to the claim that the changes were of the short-term 
nature and the newly created parties have not become a permanent part of the system.
The formation of Direction (Smer) that took place in December 1999 should be as-
sessed  differently.  It was  headed  by  former SDL’s  activist Robert  Fico  assuming  the 
role of the opposition to Dziurinda’s government. In his declarations Fico stressed the 
need for a pragmatic policy, which was expected by the citizens, and at the same time 







(Kopeček, Spáč, 2010, p. 125).  In  the 2002 elections Smer gained more  than 13% of 
the vote, four years later, over 29%, which meant that Fico’s party became the strongest 
party in parliament and took over the power. Also next elections: in 2010, 2012 and 2016 
resulted in its victory.11 In 2012 Smer gained overall majority in the National Council. 
Thus, it is justified to emphasize that this group has become the most stable part of the 




first  period  the  Hungarians  were  represented  by  Hungarian  Coalition  (MK  – Magyar 
Koalíció – Maďarská koalícia) gaining in 1994 more than 10% of the votes. In the years  
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ties, they have in mind first of all protection of the interests of the minority. Given the size 
of the minority, its participation in parliament will assuredly be noticeable in the future.






13.11.2016). It is led by Marian Kotleba, known for his controversial remarks.12 In 2016 
both nationalist groups won about 1/6 of the votes.













The results of the elections to the Slovak National Council after 1993. (Support in %)
Party 1994 1998 2002 2006 2010 2012 2016
HZDS 34.96 27.00 19.50   8.79 – – –
SV 10.41 – – – – – –
MK 10.18 – – – – – –
KDH 10.08 –   8.25   8.31   8.52   8.82 –
DU 8.5 – – – – – –
ZRS   7.34 – – – – – –
SNS   5.40   9.07 – 11.73   5.07 –   8.64
SDK – 26.33 – – – – –
SDĽ – 14.66 – – – – –
SMK-MKP –   9.12 11.16 11.68 – – –
SOP –   8.01 – – – – –
SDKÚ – – 15.09 18.35 15.42   6.09 –
SMER – – 13.46 29.14 34.79 44.41 28.28
KSS –   6.32 – – – –
ANO – –   8.01 – – – –
MOST-HÍD – – – –   8.12   6.89   6.50
SaS – – – – 12.14   5.88 12.10
OĽaNO – – – – –   8.55 11.02
SME Rodina – – – – – –  6.62
#SIEŤ – – – – – –   5.60
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4. Comparison of the Czech and Slovakian party systems
The party systems of the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic escape traditional 
classifications, both quantitative and qualitative. This is caused by the discernible chang-




dividing line has been increasing. It has become dominant and has had an impact on the 
consolidation of the right and left side of the party scene. At the beginning of the twen-
ty-first century the dividing line reflecting the attitude to European integration became 





a noteworthy role.  Initially,  the main parties were formed along the main  lines of  the 
dispute as defined by Rokkan and Lipset,13 above all along the socio-economic line (the 
attitude towards  the  transformation of  the system, which should be done gradually or 








Comparing the party systems of the two countries one should emphasize the roles 
played by the leaders of the different groups. Slovakia shows clearly distinguishing fea-





In Slovakia a high level of unpredictability of the electorate can be noticed. This is 
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The number of groups in parliaments usually has been higher in Slovakia than in the 
Czech Republic. This is shown in Chart 1.
Chart 1. Number of parties in Parliament of the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic 
after 1993














ready mentioned political affairs and scandals. In attempt to assign groups and move-
ments to the main families of political parties he notes that both individual Czech and 
Slovakian parties can be classified as liberal, socialist (social democratic), conservative 









activities of the parties are unpredictable.
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could have a chance to gain broad public support in the foreseeable future. The dispersal 




















scribed as moderately polarized.
Therefore, the analysis and the attempt to classify party systems of the Polish south-
ern neighbours require the use of quantitative and qualitative methods. Because of the 
processes of evolution this poses specific research problems.
5. Summary
Before the break-up of Czechoslovakia in both parts of the federation distinct party 
systems began to take shape. This process was reinforced when the two independent 








hand, Slovakian  system  is  characterised by  strongly  indicated presence of  right-wing 
groups, even nationalistic (especially after the election of 2016). These types of parties 
have not appeared in the Czech Chamber of Deputies.
In an attempt to outline the prospects for the development of political systems of the 
two countries first of all the growing support for extreme parties in Slovakia should be 
emphasized, especially among the youngest voters. According to opinion polls in Sep-
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tember 2016 among voters up to 39 years old LSNS enjoys the largest support (23.5%), 
10.4% want to vote for SNS – a total of more than 1/3 of the voters (Kapitán, 2016). 
These results can be interpreted as a harbinger of possible changes in the party system 
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Streszczenie
Odrębne systemy partyjne Czech i Słowacji zaczęły się kształtować jeszcze przed rozpadem wspól-
nego państwa czechosłowackiego. Początkowo oba systemy cechowała dominacja ugrupowań stano-
wiących opozycję wobec dawnego systemu komunistycznego.
Ewolucję obu systemów różniła się. W Czechach dominowały przez długi okres prawicowe ODA 
i  socjaldemokratyczna ČSSD, na Słowacji doszło do dominacji pojedynczych ugrupowań: najpierw 
HZDS, następnie Smer, które de facto zdominowały scenę polityczną. Niemałą rolę w tym procesie 
odegrały wyraziste osobistości słowackiej sceny politycznej: V. Mečiar i R. Fico. W Czechach taką rolę 
odgrywał  jedynie V. Klaus. Słowacki system partyjny był bardziej rozdrobniony, cechował się poza 
tym rosnącym znaczeniem ugrupowań nacjonalistycznych i stała obecnością ugrupowań mniejszości 
węgierskiej.
Obecnie na scenie partyjnej obu państw zauważalne są ugrupowania budujące swe poparcie na ha-
słach populistycznych (ANO 2011 w Czechach) bądź nacjonalistycznych (LSNS i SNS na Słowacji).
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